
 

                    Math/ELA/Science Night 
On November 10, 2016, we had our first combination Math/ELA/Science Night. It was a 
huge success with over 100 people attending.  We had a variety of activities in all three 
core subjects dealing with weather. The goal of the night was to show how one topic can 
overlap into other subjects.  

 

The News that Counts 
November/December Issue 

Multiply and Divide 

Learning to multiply and divide can be more about thinking 
than memorizing. Strategies like these can help your child 
practice. We encourage all parents to practice these skills at 
home. Their child will benefit in school and find math easier           
and more fun. 

Make it fun 

Practice using toys or food. If your child collects toy animals, you might ask, “How many legs 
do 4 horses have?” “He can skip count” the legs by 4s (4,8,12,16) to see that 4 x 4 = 16. If he 
has 17 pretzels and wants to give 3 friends an equal amount, he can “deal them out” He’ll see 
that each person gets 5, and there are 2 left over. (17 divided by 3 equals 5 with a remainder 
of 2.) 

Use what you know 

Encourage your child to look for clues to help him/her solve problems. For 8 x 7, they could 
consider other facts they know. “I know 4 groups of 7 = 28. I need 8 groups, so I can double 
that answer. If 28 + 28 = 56, then 8 x 7 = 56.” For 30 divided by 5, they might say, “I know 10 
divided by 5 = 2. There are three 10s in 30, and 3 x 2 = 6. So 30 divided by 5 must be 6.” 
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      SBAC-IAB’s 
      Smarter Balance Interim Assessment 

During this school year, both 5th and 6th grade students will be taking IAB’s on the computer. 

IAB’s are Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments. These assessments are aligned to the 

Connecticut Core Standards in math and will be used to inform instruction by measuring student 

progress, identifying areas of strength and weakness, and assessing the skills of incoming 

students. These assessments are shorter and focus on smaller sets of specific concepts. There are 

5 blocks per content area per grade including a Performance Task.  Students will be taking the 

IAB’s five times thorough out the year. Fifth grade students took their first one at the end of 

October on Operations and Algebraic Thinking.   

                    The following schedule is when each grade will be taking these assessments. 
5th 

November-Operations and Algebraic Thinking 
December-Numbers & Base Ten 

March-Fractions 
April-Measurement & Data 

May-Geometry 
6th 

December-Rates and Ratios 
February –Number Sense 

March-Expression and Equations 
April-Geometry 

May-Statistics 

                                                             Units of study for 2016-2017 

6th Grade:              5th Grade 
Unit 1-Operating with Positive Rational Numbers Unit 1-Algebraic Connections 
Unit 2-Ratios & Rates     Unit 2-Understanding the Place Value                  
System 
Unit 3-Expressions & Equations    Unit 3-Computing with Whole Numbers & 
Decimals 
Unit 4-Understanding Positive & Negative Numbers Unit 4-Addition & Subtraction of    
Fractions 
Unit 5-Algebraic Reasoning    Unit 5-Multiplying and Dividing Fractions 
Unit 6-Geometry             Unit 6-Geometry 
Unit 7-Statistics & Distribution    Unit 7-Statistics 
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Memorizing number facts will save you time. Flash cards are one way 
to learn new facts, but you also might try these ideas:  
• play dice or card games in which you need to add, subtract, multiply, 
or divide.  
• learn new facts using ones you already know (7+7 =14 so 7+8=15).  
• learn facts that are related to each other (7x6=42, 6x7=42, 42÷6=7, 
42÷7=6).  
• make a list of the facts you need to memorize and learn 5 new facts 
each week.  
• Spend 5-10 minutes every day practicing facts. 
 
 
Michael was supposed to multiply a number by 5. By mistake, 
he divided the number by 5 instead. His answer was 5. What 
should have been the correct answer? 

 
Solution: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student name:__________________________  Room #____________ 
 
Parent Signature___________________________________________ 
 

Strategy of the Month  


